ATTACH: 


Santa Cruz County Democratic Party 
Endorsement Questionnaire for the Primary 
Election 2024 


Santa Cruz County Democrats, PO Box 7763, Santa Cruz, 95061, 


The Santa Cruz County Democratic Central Committee will be considering endorsing eligible Democrats 
who have qualified to appear on the ballot in the Primary Election on March 5, 2024 for both contested 
and uncontested positions. In order to be eligible, a candidate must be a registered Democrat for at least 
three months prior to the final filing date for that candidate’s race in this election. An endorsement by us 
automatically carries an endorsement by the California Democratic Party. 


All eligible candidates who wish to be considered for endorsement are invited to complete our Candidate 
Endorsement Questionnaire and return a copy electronically (1) via Google Forms, or (2) by email to 
endorsements@cruzdcc.groups.io no later than December 1, 2023 at 5 PM, or (3) by USPS Mail 
postmarked no later than November 27th, to arrive by December 1, 2023 to Santa Cruz County 
Democratic Central Committee, PO Box 7763, Santa Cruz, CA 95061. Due to recently implemented USPS 
delays, we encourage an electronic reply. 


Thank you for submitting your questionnaire. We look forward to hearing from you at our Endorsement 


Questions: Please email us at endorsements @cruzdcc.groups.io 


The name and photo associated with your Google account will be recorded when you upload files and submit 
this form. Only the email you enter is part of your response. 
* Indicates required question 
Email* 
(Campaign) Lani@LaniForSupervisor.org 
(Organization) EquityTransitSantaCruz@gmail.com 


Candidate Name* 
Lani (lwalani) Faulkner 

Candidate Phone Number* 
831-278-1007 

Candidate Email* 
Lani@LaniForSupervisor.org 


Preferred Mailing Address* 
1840 41* Ave Ste 102 #227 


Capitola, CA 95010 

Preferred Phone Number* 
831-278-1007 

Name of Campaign Committee and FPPC* 
Lani For Supervisor 2024 FPPC#1460038 


Campaign Website* 
https://www.laniforsupervisor.org/ 


Social Media* 


Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/lani4supervisor/ 


Twitter: https://twitter.com/lani4supervisor 


Candidate headshot for future use should candidate be endorsed (attached to email) 
Add file 


What are the approximate years you have been registered as Democrat in Santa Cruz County? 
* 


| have been a registered Democrat for years but | may have switched between parties trying to figure 
out how best to play a role in the system. | have always been a progressive thinker, socially minded, 
and a champion of labor. | consider myself a progressive Democrat. 


Have you been registered in another county? If so, in what county were you registered and how 
long were you registered? 
| have been registered to vote in Santa Cruz for as long as | can remember, however, | may have been 
registered to vote in Yolo County during undergraduate and graduate school at UC Davis and maybe 
even Nevada County. | was not as involved politically until 2016 and so | do not recall my past history. 


Describe your involvement with the Democratic Party in the local, state, or national level over 


the past few years. 
* 


State Delegate: | currently serve as a Delegate to the Democratic State Convention. This has been an 
honor and opportunity to connect with Democratic leaders from all over the state, partnering at 
caucus meetings on addressing a myriad of challenges including working on establishing equity and 
economic justice and addressing our climate crisis and affordable housing shortage. | participate as a 
member of several caucuses including the Labor, Rural, Women’s, Asian Pacific Islander, 
Environmental, and Progressive Caucus. We work together on a number of issues like looking at data 
on climate discussions, strengthening our Democracy, sharing solutions to ensure the availability of 
more affordable housing, fighting for strong contracts for all workers and support for growing our 
unions, discussing how to get critical services to rural communities. 


If we are to maintain our Democracy, we must work together to repair the underlying systemic 
corruption to our democracy and foster awareness in our younger generations that democracy is 
never guaranteed. Within the past century, | believe we became complacent about our role as a 
government BY and FOR the people. At some point, we gave up our power. We voted people into 
office and expected that them to do our bidding and represent our will without additional work on our 
part. This attitude was exemplified when | spoke to a man while canvassing. This man kept saying, 


”You people need to fix XY and Z! You people are not fixing the problems.” | expressed that | was not in 
office and was a regular citizen working to make positive change. 


Legislative Work: I’ve worked on Legislation and supported a number of Bills in various ways from 
working on the committee for SB252, housing bills 2097, AB1919, SB525, sending letters directly to 
our representatives and lobbied. | am also on the legislative committee with the DCC. I’ve helped 
support a number of Climate, Equity, and Labor Bills working with other organizations as well. 


Fighting For Democracy: In 2016, Bernie Sanders was a catalyst for change and empowering people to 
work on shifting the narrative regarding systemic inequalities undermining our once strong middle 
class as well. | was well aware of the systemic issues but Bernie really brought home that each of us 
can work towards making change. My professional life | spent commuting close to 3 hours on most 
workdays ‘over-the-hill’ and for most of those years, | made time to volunteer while working, so it 
wasn’t until | started working in Santa Cruz that | was able to get involved in the political process, 
including supporting a number of candidates running for office and opposing Measure D. 


Local Democratic Clubs: | am an alternate on Democratic Central Committee and a member of both 
the Women’s Democratic Club and the Mid County Dems. 


Early Interest: In between undergraduate and graduate school, | was offered an internship 
opportunity In Washington DC. | was interested in politics in order to effect positive change, but the 
need to seek regular employment with higher pay became necessary without a safety net and having 
to put myself through graduate school. 


List the 10 organizational or personal endorsements of your candidacy that you consider to be 
the most important or most representative of your campaign (Please separate each 


endorsement with a semicolon). 
* 


Briefly describe the aspects of your background and experiences that indicate your 
qualifications for the office you seek. 


* 


| have a unique depth and breadth of educational, professional, organizational, and life experiences 
developed over several decades which has forged a strong foundation of knowledge, skills, and wisdom 
necessary for the role of County Supervisor. The role of Supervisor requires the broad knowledge of a 
generalist, the ability to quickly understand a spectrum of issues, old and new, from water to fire, climate and 
weather, roads and transportation, human health, housing and addiction, and potential future impacts of Al 
(Artificial Intelligence) to name just a few things. This role requires the ability to lead with empathy and 
compassion and work closely with community members to ensure equitable representation and involvement. 
Intelligence is important and wisdom is key, including having the wisdom to seek out mentors that have both 
current and historical understanding of the challenges we face and projects we’ve worked to build over time. 


As a systems thinker, | look to understand and solve problems by asking questions and delving into research, 
listening to a spectrum of perspectives from the community, and identifying the origins and contributors to a 
problem. | work to grow solutions through communication and collaboration, actively listen to achieve 
understanding, and seek to develop a vision with the community with which | am working. Professionally, I’ve 
worked nationally and internationally in the biomedical industry, bringing people together across agencies 
and functions to successfully execute small to largescale human health studies and project forward budgets. 
I’ve worked with members of the communities within which I’ve lived to forge connections. | created a 
neighborhood program as a graduate student in Davis, | served as president of the Buena Vista Road 
Association as a homeowner in Boulder Creek, and brought National Transit Equity Day events to Santa Cruz 
County in 2022 and 2023 as founder of the organization Equity Transit where | engaged 30 local organizations, 
numerous county leaders, and partnered with National organizations including Labor Network for 
Sustainability and the National Sierra Club to help make National Transit Equity Day events a success. 


My resume on LinkedIn includes my work in Environmental Education with the State of California, my 
teaching experience at UC Davis and other community colleges, my foray in the high-tech industry, and twelve 
years of nearly two decades of experience in the research and the medical world. While not listed on 
LinkedIn, | served as a nurses’ aid and on various research projects during undergraduate and graduate 
school. 


| gained valuable practical life skills foundational to my systems way of thinking growing up on a farm in rural 
California and spending time in the wilderness. This life inspired me to become a scientist, an uncommon field 
for a woman even then. | majored in human physiology and specialized in biochemical endocrinology. Building 
our home, animal enclosers and other infrastructure with our own hands, raising poultry and livestock, and 
growing and processing some our own food, like canning, making sausage and cheese from the milk | from 
our goats, informed my integrative way of thinking. 

We lived in a high fire risk rural area and working together with neighbors was key to addressing road 
maintenance issues and fire prevention. Our family volunteered with the local fire department. My 
participation in Future Farmers of America (FFA) set a high bar in growing leadership skills early on, where 
meetings followed Roberts’ Rules. | participated in leadership competitions at the State level and planted and 
managed my own vineyard and raised pigs for market. 


Living in Boulder Creek for 8 years, | was well equipped to manage the challenges of rural life in the Santa 
Cruz Mountains, including road maintenance, managing water flow and traveling to and from work and 
school during landslide weather. Serving as President of the Road Association, | was able to engage the 
majority of our community members in participating in our monthly meetings. 


In the years | worked in industry, despite often spending 2-3 hours a day commuting to and from work 
over-the-hill, | made time to in my schedule to volunteer. My most rewarding volunteering experience 
included coaching youth mountain biking for 7 years! | believe strongly in investing time in our youth, 
ensuring they have a personal relationship with nature and the seasons, teaching them the payoff of good 


nutrition and regular exercise, and including them in the political process through civic engagement at a 
young age. 


Over the past several years, | refocused my time and energy locally, serving as a board member and equity 
officer for FORT (Friends of the Rail and Trail), establishing Equity Transit, serving as an Executive Committee 
member of the Sierra Club, and participating regularly in Regional Transportation Commission, Metro and 
other meetings. As Director of Equity Transit, I’ve written letters of support included in numerous successful 
RTC, Metro, and County grant applications that have brought in millions of dollars to this county including 
$30M in TIRCP funds to Metro and $115M in the largest ever Active Transportation grant awarded by the 
California Transportation Commission. | provided written support and public testimony in support of 
affordable housing and rent stabilization for mobile home parks. 


| served as a stakeholder on the County Housing Element and contributed feedback on the importance of 
focusing growth of mixed use and multi-family housing within walking and biking distances to our transit 
lines. | am a stakeholder on Reimagine Metro, working to bring 15-minute bus service across the county and 
with the County Office of Response, Recovery, and Resilience on the Climate Action and Adaptation Plan and 
providing support for a recent grant application. | am a member of the County Community Traffic Safety 
Coalition working towards Vision Zero for the County as we are one of the most dangerous counties to for 
pedestrians and cyclists. Traffic violence, which was already high pre-pandemic, has escalated 30% in the past 
three years in the county with a rate of someone killed or seriously injured in this county on average every 3 
days! 


I’ve helped support climate, pro-housing, and pro-union bills in progress such as AB2097, no minimum 
parking requirements, and $B525, $25 minimum wage for health care workers, and AB799 unemployment for 
striking workers. I’ve served on committees working to author legislation including AB1919, free transit for 
youth where we engaged the then new General Manager, Michael Tree, in supporting the Bill, and SB252, 
divestment of fossil fuels from public retirement funds. I’ve worked on numerous environmental projects such 
as the Solar Rights Alliance and participated on a number of other climate action and environmental efforts. 


What are the top five major issues facing this office? (Please label each one and briefly describe. 


Separate each with a semicolon). 
* 


1. Affordable Housing: The lack of affordable housing underlies numerous issues throughout the 
county. According to Robert Ratner, there are currently two people becoming unhoused for every 
one person being housed. Mr. Ratner indicates that the decrease in the PIT count for 2023 was likely 
due to the large influx of Covid funds which are no longer available. More people on a fixed incomes 
are having to choose between making rent, buying food or paying for their prescriptions. Housing is 
healthcare, which means the lack of affordable housing contributes to and prevents healing from 
substance abuse, mental and other health disorders and reduces the chances for unhoused people 
facing health issues to get back on their feet.; 

2. Disaster Preparedness: Our community is challenged in that we have a high population of people 
interwoven throughout a unique geography of forested regions and inclined hillsides with a high 
potential for fires and mudslides. We have homes along rivers in flood zones and adjacent to beaches 
and coastal bluffs at-risk as sea levels rise. These areas have become increasingly unstable and at-risk 
as human caused climate related emergencies have risen. Our community is at risk for a firestorm as 
occurred in Lahaina, with a potential of extreme loss of life as our main roadways may become 
blocked in a mass evacuation. Atmospheric rivers in our future could undermine bridges and further 
destroy neighborhoods while endangering homes and people driving in the path of mudslides. We 
must work to improve our disaster prevention plans. | am a stakeholder with the County Office of 
Response, Recovery, and Resilience. I’ve attended Fire Council and Firewise meetings and I’ve met 


with leaders at the Summit working on a shady fuel break project. We can prevent and decrease the 
loss of life and property by working together as a county,.; 

3. Climate Change: Global temperatures continue to rise, noticeable in our county for those of us who 
work outdoors. We risk losing our redwoods, which serve as lungs to the planet, and our agriculture, 
which feeds the world. Globally, we are on track for disaster if we do not shift our behaviors 
dramatically and reduce use of fossil fuels and high methane producing sources such as cattle for 
meat and milk. The cattle data is summarized in this article,” Nationwide, cows collectively emitted 
more than twice as much methane from their belching and manure in 2020 as all of the country’s oil 
and gas wells, including those active and abandoned, onshore and offshore, according to an Inside 
Climate News assessment of the EPA’s 2022 Inventory of U.S. Greenhouse Gas Emissions.” 
Encouraging people to shift their lifestyles begins by providing the infrastructure to support 
necessary changes. We have an opportunity, now that public schools are required to provide 
breakfast and lunch for all of their students, to work with schools to provide students with a diet that 
is healthy for the students and the planet.; 

4. Transportation/Safe Streets: A key aspect to addressing climate change, equity, traffic, and wise use 
of funds is tied to investing in and prioritizing robust public transit. According to economic data, for 
every $1 invested in public transit, $5 is generated in economic returns (American Public Transit 
Association, APTA)! In our community, people are rightly concerned about safe access by foot and 
bike as traffic violence for our county ranks at the top in our state! S person is killed or seriously 
injured every 3 days in out county! In order to ensure more people can use public transit, we need to 
prioritize building housing near transit while also providing 15-minute regular transit service and safe 
pedestrian and bike access to transit, schools, and work. | serve as a stakeholder with the Metro on 
their Reimagine project and | have been working with Metro supporting their successful grant 
applications and partnering with them for National Transit Equity Day and other activities. Here is a 
video of an event | organized through Equity Transit.; 

5. Money: Underlying our strained ability to address the numerous challenges we face as a county is a 
constricted budget. We are at a severe disadvantage with respect to the percentage of property tax 
dollars we see come into our unincorporated county, which is very low, in comparison to our 
population served, which is relatively high. My communications with legislators and other leaders 
around the recent efforts of the incumbent to initiate, through the consent agenda, what would be 
an extremely complex and unlikely change to the tax apportionment, indicates pretense. Worse yet, 
such changes, were they feasible, would severely risk funding for our local schools and fire 
department services. We must engage our federal and state representatives to help us make a case 
for criteria that would prioritize us for grants and shorten the time to receive funds we are owed. For 
example, with the recent disasters, SFEMA owes us nearly S65M which we might typically see 5-7+ 
years after a disaster. As a fiscally disadvantaged county, can we be recognized by the state as such 
and be put to the front of the line to get more money from more sources more quickly? Quite 
recently, taxation has changed such that we are losing a percentage of our online sales tax dollars to 
the city of origin of shipment rather than origin of sales! Together, we can get creative about ensuring 
our county receives more of the money from what one prior supervisor indicated is several 
billion-dollar global market flowing through this county!; 


In 2022, voters overwhelming voted against the Greenway initiative (Measure D). However, 
there are still concerns about the likelihood of the rail trail being built and the environmental 
impacts it could cause. Please explain your position on the rail trail and public transportation in 


our community. 
* 


In 1990, our environmentally wise future thinking residents voted to prioritize funding for clean passenger rail 
(see attached document) and later a trail concept was added. Implementing infrastructure and largescale 


projects are expensive and take considerable time. As a comparison, it took 27 years from the purchase of the 
property until the opening of Chanticleer Park to the public. Our community worked steadily for over a 
decade to purchase the rail line with the support of the California Transportation Commission (CTC) with the 
promise that Santa Cruz would build passenger rail and a trail, not trail-only. One can listen to public records 
of this online. The reminder of our commitment can be heard in this video when Carl Guardino, Chair of the 
CTC, spoke about the promise Santa Cruz made when the CTC gave us the money to buy the rail corridor. 


Once we purchased the rail line in 2012, other interests attempted to buy the rail line from the public in 2013. 
| have the receipts. Their attempt failed, but two groups spun from that attempt, and have worked very hard 
ever since to misinform the public in order to stop progress of the rail and trail through various means over 
the past 10 years. Their goal is primarily to railbank which would put the entire project at risk — you can hear 
state leaders in the video reiterate that one we railbank or tear out the tracks, they will never come back. 

Just as we were completing studies required for the state to step in with further funding and support and for 
our rail project and just as SBillions in funds came available through the federal government for rail projects, 
the efforts of the anti-rail groups positioned their proponents onto key leadership positions in 2021 and then 
ran Measure-D 2022, resulting in a severe setback. 


The State Rail Plan is a primary priority for California in addressing climate change as addressed in the CAPTI 
(Climate Action Plan for Transportation Infrastructure) and Executive Order N-79-20 on page 7 of the CAPTI. 
The State Rail Plan Factsheet is here. Funding for the State Rail Plan is a top priority. In a CALTRANS meeting | 
attended in the spring; our rail corridor was prioritized as having rail active in ten years (see attached image 
from the meeting slides). 


This year, 7 of the 10 large scale Congested Corridor (CC) Grants were awarded to rail projects similar to our 
own! Two of the awards went to bus projects and one to an active transportation project. The Regional 
Transportation Commission applied for the 2023 CC Grant for a highway widening proposal and failed to 
receive an award. The importance of the State Rail Plan and our ability to be a part of it cannot be 
understated. With any good plan, funding is key and funding for rail is discussed on page 63 on the State Rail 
Plan. The general public is not aware that state leaders are watching us and unhappy with the efforts working 
to prevent us from keeping our promise. Much of the ground work has been laid for passenger rail and what 
is required now is committed leadership willing to represent our voting majority and the priorities of the state 
in addressing the climate crisis. 


The year prior to Measure D-2022, the Santa Cruz County residents were officially polled about their desire 
for passenger rail. The results of the poll showed 74% of the community were very supportive of passenger 
rail which aligned closely with the nearly 74% NO vote against Measure-D. 


In 2014, the Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail Master Plan was approved which included plans for the 
32-mile fully ADA compliant trail besides the rail. Building a fully ADA accessible trail requires significantly 
more planning, construction, materials, and funding. After a decade of laying the groundwork, we are in 
progress on building a majority of the trail as segments 5 (Natural Bridges to Davenport), 7b, and 8-9 
(Boardwalk to 17" Ave) are fully funded and will begin construction soon. Segments 8-11 (Boardwalk to Aptos 
Village) were fully funded at the CTC December 2022 public hearing. Our county was awarded over $115M, 
the largest ever active transportation grant in the state! At the hearing, Carl Guardino reiterated the promise 
that Santa Cruz made and the gift that was being given to our community to build the trail besides the rail so 
we can move forward with both projects. It therefore came as a surprise to everyone that in May, when the 
incumbent in my district voted against moving forward with the Environmental Impact Process for Segments 8 
and 9, and in June voted to add yet another study component to the already state approved and funded 
project! 


The argument given at the May RTC meeting was that the approved trail besides the rail would result in too 
many trees cut. Quite ironically, the incumbent, who as Executive Director of Greenway, pushed for 
Greenway’s proposed 25 feet wide, 32 miles long concrete trail which would have destroyed far more trees 
than any other proposed plan for an ultrawide asphalt roadway for electric e-bikes and scooters but would 
not have provided an equitable environmentally clean form of public transportation along the corridor for 
commuters, elders, families with children, students, tourists, etc. 


The rail-TRAIL is a very important project that will equitably benefit so many in our community. The 
unfortunate truth is that a great number of trees will need to be cut regardless of the format of the trail and it 
will be important that we compensate for the trees being cut by planting new native trees both near the trail 
and in other areas throughout the county. As an Executive Committee member with the Santa Cruz Chapter 
of the Sierra Club, | wrote a piece with our writing team, for our newsletter that addresses the emotional 
aspect of losing so many trees and experiencing the corridor change, as it must if we are going to make the 
corridor fully accessible to all. There is a loss and a gain. We can mitigate the loss of trees and the amazing 
reduction of carbon we realize in implementing rail is unmatched. 


Rail has always been the most energy efficient and least environmentally damaging form of transporting 
masses of people, and with new clean technologies, our access to the State Rail Network will important for 
our future in ensuring people have options to get out of their cars and travel throughout the state! 
Encouraging tourists to leave their cars behind and heading to the beach by train will reduce traffic and 
greenhouse gas emissions. 


I’ve spent a great deal of time over the past few years working to bring awareness to the community about 
the importance of a robust public transit system in addressing a number equitable access to opportunity, our 
environmental crisis, connected communities, and economics. A lack of robust transit in this country is the 
number one barrier to opportunity and the systemization of racism and classism was deeply forged when this 
country’s once world leading public transit systems were destroyed by industries that benefited from the 
automobiles and trucks. | founded Equity Transit and worked with numerous groups on transit forward 
actions and policies. You can hear one of my presentations captured on video given to the NAACP. | was sick 
during this presentation and a bit slow. 


| worked with our local group Youth for Climate Justice on AB1919 to bring free transit for youth and 
introduced them to the new General Manager, Michael Tree, just after he came on board to gain his support 
for free transit for youth. I’ve been working with together with Michael Tree and his team ever since as 
Equity Transit has been involved in a number of the grant applications, Reimagine Metro, and Transit Equity 
awareness. Michael Tree is a visionary leader who in a very short period has moved us towards frequent 
(every 15 minutes), dependable bus service to Santa Cruz County. Phase 1 will be implemented this month 
and hopefully Phase 2 will be implemented in the spring. Having 15-minute headways is critical if we are 
going to provide people with a truly robust alternative to driving. He has spoken at my events and invited me 
to be interviewed along with him and others on a recent Mass Transit article. 


There has been a great deal of misinformation circulating about the rail and trail intentionally filtered through 
sources that have an agenda. | will serve as a champion for robust public transportation, safe 
walkable-bikeable streets, building affordable housing near transit corridors, and supporting our world class 
rail-trail to be build next to the rail. 


Housing is still among the top issues in the county. Many residents are rent-burdened and find it 
difficult to gain the generational wealth that previous generations have been able to build. 


How will you address housing issues in your district and the county overall? 
* 


The problem around housing affordability requires we work together on a number of contributing issues and 
potential solutions at varying levels at the same time, including at the federal, state and local levels. At the 
foundation of this problem is the control of our tax system by lobbyists representing corporate/investor 
interests resulting in a distribution of wealth has become extremely top heavy. The health of this country will 
continue to decline and potentially fail if we do not restructure the very systems which are causing the 
problem. A combination of relative low income, limited housing availability, and high housing prices have 
made it hard for even solid middle class income earners to spend below the recommended 30% of their 
income on housing compared to 50 years ago and our federal and state governments no longer provide the 
same amount of housing subsidies they once provided. This is our bleeding wound. 


While our underlying system requires immediate attention, as county supervisor we must look to address the 
issue locally as best as we can. We have a number of outstanding organizations and leaders working on 
solutions to our affordable housing crisis and many of them already collaborate, which is key. Housing 
Matters, YIMBY, Housing Santa Cruz County, Housing for a Healthy Santa Cruz, Miriam Greenberg’s ‘No Place 
like Home’ project and other programs all have important perspectives to offer in solving the affordable 
housing solutions puzzle. As county Supervisor, it will be important to identify properties where we can work 
with affordable housing developers like MidPen, Eden, and others who have experience in obtaining the 
multiple streams of funding and successfully developing projects through to fruition. 


According to Robert Ratner, Director of Housing for Health, we are seeing more people falling into 
homelessness as they struggle on a fixed income as costs rise, experience financial challenges due to job loss, 
or undergo a severe health challenge that leaves them without an income. Creating a source of funds and 
professional support that can help bridge the gap for community members undergoing acute challenges can 
help keep people stay out of homelessness. Public Defender, Heather Rogers, indicates that there is a 
tremendous opportunity to keep people housed who are facing eviction by providing counseling and financial 
bridge support. Overall, keeping people housed rather than cycling them through eviction and the 
homelessness cycle costs the county less money over time. | support programs including Housing First and 
Project Homekey to address our unhoused. 


We need to protect tenants from unjust evictions and provide support to keep families in their homes. 

We must ensure that the affordable housing we currently have remains affordable and that we are 
maximizing the construction of affordable housing. We should not allow developers to pay in-lieu fees when 
our need for affordable housing is so great. We also need to work to close the loop on affordable housing that 
is set to expire and be redesignated as market rate. It is very concerning that an entire development 
designated ‘affordable’ can suddenly become market rate. Often, these developments become poised to sell 
as the owner looks to cash out and sell to someone who will then raise the rents. Nearly 70% of renters are 
rent burdened in Santa Cruz. UCSC students, people who work full time, and even families that work here 
with 2 incomes are left unable to afford rent. Given the skyrocketing rates of rent, we need to consider a cap 
on annual rent increases and ensure “just-cause” evictions. 


Increasing the supply of housing is important and | will look to end exclusionary zoning and increase 
multifamily, multiplex developments, ADUs, and missing middle developments in areas currently zoned for 
single family residences. | will work on zoning and development that promotes integration and access to 
public transportation to reduce commuting time, congestion and long car commutes and prioritize projects 
that reduce greenhouse gas emissions, create walkable and livable communities, and reduce urban sprawl. 
We need to expand units that are fully accessible to people with disabilities as the first district has the highest 
percentage of people with disabilities in the county. | have and will continue to protect mobile home rent 
stabilization (see attached letter) as we have over 40 mobile home parks in the first district! 


There are amazing projects happening in other communities including Agrihood in Santa Clara 
https://liveatagrihnood.com/ and CADA in Sacramento https://www.cadanet.org/overview that we can look to 
model integrated connected living that ensures that people who work in the area can continue to live in the 
area they serve. As a Stakeholder on the recent Housing Element, | was excited to hear that almost everyone 
in the group felt that housing development near transit should be a priority. | would support a process that 
encourages us to collaborate and incentivize developers so that they are making a fair return on their 
investment while at the same time, doing their part to ensure they are contributing to the solution. 
Competitively, we are impacted when so many people with wealth are coming over the hill from wealthy 
Silicon Valley and buying vacation or additional investment homes in-cash! While there are a number of 
empty homes here, it might be better to look to tax vacation homes at a higher rate as well as look at an 
increase in property transfer tax to generate more funds for the county to invest in affordable housing 
projects. | would work with churches and organizations as well as private property owners willing to dedicate 
use of their land towards housing. | envision that almost every parking lot could be better utilized in this 
district for housing or mixed use with gathering places. 


How will you ensure that the County's (or City’s) infrastructure (such as water, electricity, roads) 
are maintained equitably in your district? 

* 

Given the limited amount of funds available to the unincorporated county and First District, it will be 
important to look closely at prioritization of funds for infrastructure based on triage principles, ensuring that 
those neighborhoods in greatest need will be met first. | will work closely with advisors and people like the 
director of Public Works, Matt Machado, to provide guidance on prioritization needs. | am fairly familiar with 
a number of the regions of the county as I’ve lived in both rural and urban areas. | have a good sense of 
questions to ask and | also have my ears open to the concerns of community members. Getting people to 
understand why certain projects take priority over others is important, that is part of the transparency 
process, so people feel heard and understood even if their project may not be addressed immediately. 


We need to work hard to obtain additional funds through our state and federal sources and legislators. On the 
coming Fall 2024 Ballot there will be an important Bill, ACA-1 up for vote at the state level seeking to decrease 
the vote from a two-thirds supermajority to a 55% threshold to approve local obligation bonds for affordable 
housing and public infrastructure. It is important to note that building homes farther from the core where 
county services originate costs the county significantly more money over time and so it is critical that we work 
to prevent further sprawl and keep our newer housing projects more affordable and environmentally robust 
by keeping them nearer to transit lines. We need to work hard to get more of our money back from FEMA 
sooner and we need to consider creative ways to get our fair share from the billion-dollar global market that 
has made its way solidly into Santa Cruz County. 


A final point on equity and infrastructure. What happened to the people of Pajaro was inexcusable and was 
due to the blatant disregard for needed infrastructure repair to a levy that, in breaking, threatened some of 
our poorest community members. This kind of disregard is not acceptable. 


What steps will you take towards having a climate resiliency and mitigation plan in place to 
ensure the safety of all the residents with equity in mind? 

* 

lam a stakeholder with the Office of Response, Recovery and Resilience working on the Climate Action and 
Adaptation Plan (CAAP) as well as on a grant for Resiliency Center across Santa Cruz County. | have also 
worked on the Santa Cruz City Climate Action Plan. | have worked in environmental education and and on the 


Executive Committee for the Santa Cruz Chapter of the Sierra Club, am a member of the Climate Alliance, 
Santa Cruz Climate Action Network, Campaign for Sustainable Transportation, the San Lorenzo Valley 
Women’s Club and work on numerous environmental projects. I’ve also partnered with a number of 
organizations to host National Transit Equity Day including the National organizations Labor Network for 
Sustainability and the National Sierra Club. 


We have a Climate Action and Adaptation Plan (CAAP) and a Sustainability Plan and now our county needs a 
champion in moving forward with taking actions on addressing the climate crisis, including prioritizing public 
transit and championing safer more walkable communities. | am willing to work directly with the community 
and pose hard questions like, what are we each willing to do to prevent further crisis in our future? 


Please provide an example of when and how input and/or evidence has convinced you to 
override your initial opinion on a public policy issue? 


Last year, when | first learned about the incredibly low percentage of our property tax dollars that make it 
back to our unincorporated county relative to our population (see diagram), | immediately asked myself, how 
could we change this unfair situation? | began talking to people about this issue and listening to feedback. My 
initial thought was we could change this policy issue. 


In my research, | learned from our legislators and prior leaders, how complex Proposition 13 was and is and 
how this apportionment was tied to and baked in with Proposition 13. Making a change to this 
apportionment would be close to impossible and require the willingness of leadership in counties throughout 
California to work together to make a change that might only benefit Santa Cruz! The likelihood of it 
happening, according to Marc Pimentel, was ‘not in his lifetime.’ 


| was very surprised then to hear on the 10/17/2023 consent agenda that the incumbent was seeking to 
change the reapportionment of the property tax, which | have since learned would, if it were even possible to 
change, end up taking money directly from our schools and fire departments. Our schools were hit hard with 
Proposition 13 and threatening funding to our school is not wise. It took my further engaging our seasoned 
leadership to understand that seeking to change this policy would have seriously negative consequences. 


There are policies for which | can understand the argument on both sides and | seek to have a deeper 
conversation of the pros and cons on each side. Adding fluoride to our drinking water is an example of such a 
policy. There are others | can discuss in more depth when there is more time to do so. 


